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THIS PHOTO: Built-in mirror-front
cabinets form an alcove at one end of
the great-room that hosts a casual
seating arrangement used for games,
buffets, and overflow kid dining during
large gatherings. OPPOSITE: Chiseled
Tennessee fieldstone steps ascend to
the front door, which is outfitted with
leaded glass that provides privacy while
still carrying light into the foyer.

Time-honored materials and silhouettes
allow a new home to tuck elegantly into its

sloped, wooded lot in Nashville.

WRITER ANN WILSON | PHOTOGRAPHER EMILY J. FOLLOWILL | PRODUCER LISA MOWRY
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THIS PHOTO: To balance the scale
of the great-room’s pitched, truss-lined
ceiling, the design team framed the
limestone mantel with tall custom
bookcases. OPPOSITE: The great-
room wing juts off the right side of the
house, creating a distinctive profile
while capitalizing on inside-out views.
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ow do you conquer a lot’s shift in elevation of

500 feet from left to right yet create a front

profile that appears to ramble on a single level?

This was the challenge architect Stephen Wells
pondered as he looked at an inspiration photo shared
with him by his client. The photo depicted a 1920s
Atlanta home crafied from stucco and stone with
beautiful iron touches and a slate roof—a profile that had
been beloved by Wells” client ever since her childhood.

“By using a series of half levels on the left side of the
house, we worked with the slope,” says Wells, who
collaborated with interior designer Carolyn Kendall and
builder West Cook to create the home for clients with two
Sltllt)nl—ugt' b()y.‘s‘. “Itis (%ssenl'ia"_\‘ a split-level,_ but we
designed something classically American, using classic
materials presented in fresh ways.”

Limestone walls, floors, and mantels, leaded-glass
details, rustic ceiling beams, and Tennessee fieldstone
chimneys introduce established character. Strategically
placed windows and doors enhance inside-out sight lines.
This is especially prominent in the great-room wing,
which is set on the diagonal to take advantage of vistas
of rolling hills.

Kendall united public and private spaces with a
palette of blues, greens, and neutrals cued by the
landscape and a medley of furnishings done up in
easy-care fabrics. “Our client loves soft calming colors
and fabrics like velvets, wools, and linens that can be
dressed up or down,” Kendall says. “She wanted lots of
textures and a blend of old and new things that would
read as beautiful without being overly formal.”

Kendall points to stained, painted, and glazed wood
furnishings, vintage accessories, and Euro-inspired
wallcoverings as a few of the elements that work with the
home’s architecture to create a timeless, collected look
that’s in keeping with the spirit of the inspiration photo.
Although perhaps nothing says timeless quite like the
home’s crowning feature—reclaimed slate tiles, which
appropriately date to the 1920s.

FOR RESOURCES. SEE PAGE 122.
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oing on at every level.

INTERIOR DESIGNER CAROLYN KENDALL

T

%

oo
bgé

,
G
AT

THIS PHOTO: Motorized sheer
panels regulate light and privacy
behind the sink. Stools
upholstered in weather-resistant
leatherlike fabric make cleaning up

spills a cinch. OPPOSITE: A

geometric marble-tile backsplash

adds contemporary flair to the

kitchen’s traditional Shaker-style

cabinetry. With a bank of windows L
to the left of the range serving as
the room’s focal point, the range
hood keeps a low profile, hiding
within a box that matches
flanking cabinets.
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THIS PHOTO: To create
a focal point within the
master bedroom, interior
designer Carolyn Kendall
had the headboard wall
upholstered with wool
fabric and bordered with
nailhead trim. OPPOSITE
LEFT: Linen draperies
tucked under a box
valance add softness to
the master bath while
matching the traditional
style of the paneled tub
and marble decking.
OPPOSITE RIGHT: An
antique painted chest
and mushroom-color
velvet-clad chairs form a
cozy seating nook within
the master bedroom.
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Floor plan

TOTAL SQ. FT: 6,977
BEDROOMS: 5
BATHROOMS: 5 full, 2 half

Floor plan © Wells Design Associates, Inc.
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